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Synopsis

Budapest, awakened in 1989 after its long slumber behind the Iron Curtain, is now one of Europe’s
hottest destinations. It stands proudly at the center of Eastern Europe’s cultural rebirth, and best of
all, it still ranks as one of the continent’s best bargains. Frommer's BudapestA A & theA A Best of
HungaryA A is meticulously updated and revampedA A every 2 years (more frequently than the
competition). Our author, a longtime resident of Budapest, is a professor of EducationA A and
co-owner of a B&B on the Pest side of the city--and he loves nothing more than to chat up his
guests and give them recommendationsA A for their trip. In this guide, heA A collects all of his
insider tips andA A points you to theA A attractions, hotels, and restaurants to suit your tastes and
budget, as if you were one of his guests.A A Explore the city’s highlights on detailed walking tours
andA A learn about the gorgeous architecture of both the city’s famous buildings and hidden
treasures. And of course, we've got all the details on Budapest's exciting nightlife (and hidden
parties), its vibrant arts scene, and its fabulous thermal baths and spas. Frommer'sA A Budapest &
the Best of HungaryA A alsoA A covers the Danube Bend, the Lake Balaton Region, Tokaji and
the caves of Northeastern Hungary, and PAfA©cs and the Mecsek Hills ofA A Southern
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Customer Reviews

Festival goers at Sziget can experience top rock and pop bands and a variety of art installations.

See chapter 3. Detailed maps throughout Exact prices, directions, opening hours,and other



practical information Candid reviews of hotels and restaurants,plus sights, shopping, and nightlife

ltineraries, walking tours, and trip-planning ideas Insider tips from local expert authors

Dr. Ryan James was born and raised in Long Branch, New Jersey. He earned his doctorate in
education from the University of San Francisco and has taught in the American Studies degree
program at EAfAqtvAfAqs LorAfAjnd University in Budapest since 2002. He and his partner own
BudaBaB, a bed and breakfast on the Pest side. He welcomes questions and comments about this

guide, and his email address is drryanjames@gmail.com.

| was in Hungary for a month and took day trips out from Budapest. This book (paired with Lonely
Planet’'s Budapest iPhone app) because indispensable for me as a solo traveler. | read it thoroughly
before | left home and still used it almost every day whilst in Hungary. | didn’t even feel the need to
take a guided tour because the book provided good information and history about most of the
sights. There is really valuable information on transportation and the train system, which helped a lot
for getting to and from Budapest/surrounding cities. The section on "Best of Hungary" is really great
for those wanting to make excursions out of the capital city - and | would highly recommending you
doing so, because it's a beautiful country! Some of the restaurant information is out of date, as well
as the museum hours and many of the entry fees, but that’s to be expected when a significant
amount of time has passed since the publishing year. Just do supplementary research or use a
more currently published app along with this book. Also, you should definitely get a bigger map (the
ones here are good for orientation in reference to the sites listed in the book, but they’re just not big
enough to be comprehensive and easy to read. Many people say Frommer’s is for an older,
wealthier traveling audience, but I'm a college kid traveling on a tight budget and this book definitely

catered to me as well.

This book was a backup choice because the new edition of Lonely Planet Budapest isn’t out yet.
Aside from a two-page essay about the history of Jews in Budapest, there is not much historical or
cultural information. Perhaps I've been spoiled by the Lonely Planet format, but | appreciate the
chapters they include on a country’s history and culture, as well an etiquette section in the
appendix--1 find it gives me much-needed context for understanding different cultures. In Frommers,
there are some cultural tidbits throughout, but that’s not easily searchable when you’re on the go.
(There were also some fairly useless sections, such as explaining to the American audience how to

apply for an American passport or how to navigate an international check-in at an American airport.)



I'll likely buy a different Budapest guide before | take off.

Very well done. It was exemplary in capturing current features at time of print/ordering. | am very

familiar with the city, but this was a great help for introducing the city to someone new

This is a very useful book for traveling through Hungary, especially if this is your first time. People

who have traveled through Hungary before can still find this a useful tool.

Una excelente guAfA a con informaciAfA n prAfAictica pero sin caer en la excesiva
descripciAfA n. Los datos son supremamente actualizados y su manejo es muy sencillo. Buenos

mapas.

| was given numerous guidebooks to Budapest and Hungary as | prepared to move to Budapest for
the 2002-2003 academic year. | never found any one of them gave me all the information | needed,
but together, they helped me to get acclimated to the incredible city | still consider "home." | have
returned several times since and hope to do so again this year. Although | have friends in the city, |
wanted to purchase a new guide so as to have something in hand which could tell me about
changes in the transportation system as well as restaurant updates and other pertinent information.|
perused a number of guides before settling on the Frommer’s Budapest and the Best of Hungary
7th edition. The 4th edition was among those I'd been given in 2002, but | find this update to be far
superior. Not only did | get the transportation and restaurant updates | was hoping for (and agreed
with the reviews for the restaurants I'd already been to, including Alfoldi), | read about a number of
smaller museums and interesting sites which I'd somehow missed during my year there. This edition
also included more information than the previous edition on one of my favorite activities in
Budapest: going to the movies. For the cinephile, it is an exciting city to visit. The suggested
itineraries and walking tours are all really helpful, especially if you only have limited time and want to
hit some highlights, and the suggestions for trips out of the city are good, too. I've been to every
place described, | think, with the exception of Eger, and they are all worth the trip, depending on
your interests. Besides the wonderful sights to be seen, the marked difference between Budapest
and everyplace else in Hungary is really worth experiencing.The writing in this edition is very
accessible and comes across as very genuine; knowing that the author is an American who now
lives in Budapest gives the reader confidence that their perspective as a foreign visitor is

understood and their interests and needs being addressed, no matter how varied they may



be.You're going to struggle with the language, but no fear, in central Budapest you will find lots of
English speakers and English signs (many more than when | lived there!), and out of the city you will

find a way to manage. Grab your Frommer’s 7th edition and enjoy this beautiful and historic city!

the book was new, as promised, and came within the time frame specified by the shipping terms
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